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https://characterlab.org/ 
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ICT= Information and Communication Technology capability 

 

 



Child Side Playgroup and School – YAC Handbook 2021 Page 12 

 



Child Side Playgroup and School – YAC Handbook 2021 Page 13 

 



Child Side Playgroup and School – YAC Handbook 2021 Page 14 

 



Child Side Playgroup and School – YAC Handbook 2021 Page 15 

 



Child Side Playgroup and School – YAC Handbook 2021 Page 16 

 

Adolescence (from Latin adolescere 'to grow up') is a transitional stage of physical and 

psychological development that generally occurs during the period from puberty to legal 

adulthood. Brain maturation continues as young adults into their early 20s. 

Young adolescents enter the YACs as a caterpillar, often a tiny and very hungry/curious 

(or not so hungry/curious) caterpillar and take years to transform into their young adult 

form ready and well-prepared to spread their wings, live their lives fully and change their 

worlds. We cannot ignore, force or rush this process. Whilst YACs are expected to work 

towards personally achievable quality standards at their own pace, we cannot 

standardise learning or ‘make’ young adolescents work at a prescribed year level forcing 

them all to enter and emerge each phase at the same time, in the same way, nor grade 

them on their ability to all respond and  behave the same way within the same year level!  

 

Child Side School intentionally operates differently within a unique ‘small by design’ setting 

and a learner-centred, network-era, transformational paradigm of education. The chart 

below highlights some of the key contrasts between the current (mainstream, traditional, 

industrialised) paradigm of education and a learner-centred, net-work era (contemporary 
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21st century) transformational paradigm. Post Child Side destinations still operate within the 

‘current’ industrialised paradigm, even if there are increasing more flexibility in some areas 

for some adolescents, some of the time. Post Child-Side learners are uncommonly well-

prepared because they have worked and learned in a different educational paradigm at 

Child Side which better aligns them for success anywhere. Long term Child-siders (K-10) 

with committed parents/caregivers, have gone on to thrive and excel in their chosen 

areas beyond Child Side and Year 12, including elite sports at a state, national and 

international level, coaching and umpiring; undergraduate studies, masters and PHDs, 

world travel, TEDx talks, duxes, mentors, team captains and leaders, awards for both ATAR 

and VET pathways; consistent employment opportunities, stable friendships and personal 

relationships and navigating significant personal, health and family tragedy… 
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